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MUST BOOKS 
June 20 
Warren, Robert Penn Random House 
| WORLD ENOUGH AND TIME $3.50 


: (Report repeated from P. 7 of the January lst bulletin when scheduled for earlier 
| publication - as follows:) Short story writer, poet and Pulitzer Prize Award winner with 

All the King's Men, Robert Penn Warren has established his right to speak for his native 
Kentucky - as well as for his adoptive Louisiana. And Kentucky is once again the back- 
ground and integral part of this long novel, the story of Jeremiah Beaumont. The period - 
early 19th century, finds Kentucky still a frontier, with the inevitable conflicts between 
frontier viewpoints and those of an encroaching civilization. From a background representa- 
tive of those conflicts comes Jeremiah, and the story tells of his brief journeys into the 
other world represented by his violent grandfather, of his chance for an education in the 
law, of his tutelage under the esteemed lawyer and politician, Fort. Then Rachel comes 

into his life. His passionate and erratic courtship culminates in first a promise to kill 
Fort, who had betrayed her, and then marriage, the promise unfulfilled. Jeremiah's twisted 
conscience drove him, this way and that; Rachel's abnormal and frustrated emotions - and 
their strange, perverted relationship - drove him further, and eventually he killed Fort. 

A large portion of the book is concerned with the trial, while Jeremiah's confession and 
yapologia is woven into the very texture of the story. Eventually, on the very verge of 
execution, his friend, (who is proved finally to have been his betrayer) Wilkie, engineers 
his escape, with Rachel, against whom his anger has turned. There's another strange inter- 
lude of seclusion in a western island colony - then Rachel's death and eventually Jeremiah's 
violent end. An unusual and difficult book - oddly dated in style and substance, but an 
authentic mirroring of the moods and passions of the times. July selection of the Literary 
Guild. 

















Heading Into Summer Fare 


Little of great significance, but a fair assortment of bookswith elements of popular appeal. 
Have a look at Winston Clewes, TROY AND THE MAYPOLE (Knopf); a good long read in Robert 
Henriques’ full-bodied TOO LITTLE LOVE (Viking); upper level rentals in Dana Lyons’ THE 
TENTACLES (Harper). Myron Brinig has a sure candidate for time-passing in FOOTSTEPS ON 

THE STAIR (Rinehart) and John Brick's first novel’, TROUBLED SPRING (Farrar, Straus) is a 
new high for a first novel. For serious readers, THE THOMAS MANN READER (Knopf) is import- 
ant. See pages following for reports. 









PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 
May 1 


Aldrich, Bess Streeter Apple ton-Century~Crofts 
THE BESS STREETER ALDRICH READER $3.50 


Journey Into Christmas puts Mrs. Aldrich back in the running for the genre she 
| made her own - the warmhearted, human interest story, of the small town people, and the 
, Qo town ways- "so dear to our hearts". Her's is the mid-west, Nebraska, from frontier 

™ days on, made memorable for the high spots of their lives rather than the grim hardships 
in two novels, A Lantern in Her Hand and A White Bird Flying. Wholesome Americana, romance 
with a salutary touch of corn, and strong spiritual values- these novels have made their 
place in people's hearts. Both are included in this Reader, along with a sheaf of might- 
be-true small town stories, of school girls, screen struck, of romance in youth, and so on. 


A safe book for your conservatives, with naabehee healthy values. 
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May 1 
Apple ton-Century-Crofts 
SORROW BY DAY $3.00 


A popular and skilled purveyor of history - Good-Bye, My Son, The Incorruptible, 
The Marriage of Josephine, etc., - the author here delves further into gossip of the French 
court, scandals and less notorious incidents. For this is the tragi-comedy of the bemused 
passion of Louise d'Orleans, [a Grande Mademoiselle, wealthy cousin of Louis XIV, who had 
been used many times as an international pawn, for the too clever, too scheming Lauzun, 
whose dislike of the older woman was tempered by his ambition for position and money. The 
story encompasses all the intrigue behind the affair - Lauzun's able if perfidious, efforts 
to keep Mademoiselle in check until the perfect moment; Madame de Montespan's fear of 
Lauzun's knowledge of her part in satanic rites and her determination for revenge; the high 
point when Louis permitted the marriage, only to break his promise soon after; the secret 
marriage and its sequel; Lauzun's arrest, imprisonment and superhuman efforts to escape; 
Mademoiselle's bribe to the King's favorite to buy Lauzun's freedom - and the acid-bitter 
realization of the kind of little man she had blindly worshipped for so many years..... 
Finesse in the handling keeps this from a note of farce and the aging Mademoiselle ends 
her story in a regal manner. [French history and decor are a substantial backdrop for 


adept fictionization. 


Coryn, Marjorie 


Kyle , Elisabeth Apple ton-Century-Crofts 
A LITTIE FIRE $3.00 


A transposition of the story of Mary Stuart and Elizabeth Tudor to the early 
19th century which invests the beauty, the charm, the calculated determination that was 
Mary's in Douce Albany, brought from France to Scotland where she is groomed to take over 
this branch of the family's wine business, is early indoctrinated in her distrust of Ann 
Albany, her English cousin. Spurred by Ann's warnings, Douce marries Aylmer Lennox, weak, 
dependent, and a spender who soon learns to forge her name, and runs the business to ruin. 
Indulging in an affair with Hamish Hepburn, insolent, attractive, Douce plans with Hamish 
the murder of Aylmer which will assume the appearance of an accident, conceals the crime 
for several years until Ann revives the scandal with new evidence and brings on her trial 
and conviction... Although some may question the validity of a transfer such as this, the 
story still retains its sympathy and suspense, provides popular, period reading. 


Brooks, Anne Tedlock Arcadia House 
FIRE IN THE WIND $2.00 


An innocent - perhaps even ineffectual - story of St. Louis of the 1890's and. 
unspectacular romancing. Jacques Carpenter, frustrated artist, determines to make good 
breeding horses on Stonehenge, the farm he is given by his grandfather. He is gallantly 
silent about his love for his brother's wife, plays around with an acknowledged flirt - 
and comes to, to find his heart in the hands of his grandfather's ward, impetuous Kit from 
England who has been gentled into a devastating young woman. History, period and regional 
details are thicker than raisins in a pudding - and the whole may produce soporific stupor. 


Ewer, Monica Arcadia House 
KITROY HALL $2.00 


Of the proud, patrician Kilroys who legendarily carry on an inherited tradition 
of horses, an insouciance toward debts, and a refusal to make an honest living. When 
Diana falls in love with Paul Blake, a London doctor, self-made and serious, she marries 
him in spite of the prohibitions of her family- and his- goes to live in the city where she 
feels out of place and purposeless. A return home to Kilroy Hall brings the confirmation 
that theirs is a dying world, but it is only after she tries her hand at a job that she 
realizes that being a wife to Paul is what really matters most. A certain glamour, tem- 
pered by realism, this one's for rent. 
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May 1 


Tempest, Jan Arcadia House 
NEVER ANOTHER LOVE $2.00 


Emotional complications and a little congestion too when Sharon, who had never 
gotten over her love for Clifford (who had married Elsie) meets Clifford again in the settl- 
ing up of a house they had inherited, and is joined there by Monk, a photographer, persist- 
ently in pursuit of Sharon. In the proceedings which follow Clifford learns that Elsie is 
a worthless woman, that her sister would make him a better wife (although for a time he 
angles around after Sharon), while Sharon is finally convinced that Monk is her man. 

Routine rental specifications. 


Brucker, Margaretta Gramercy House 
DAVID AND DIANE $2.00 


All to do with the twins of the title, this concerns itself with the blow that 
Diane suffers when David marries while she is holidaying in California. This gesture of 
independence so riles Diana on her return home to Ohio that all around her suffer Decause 
of her displeasure and it takes her understanding aunt and a mighty fine young doctor to 
persuade her into some degree of decency and unselfishness, while two murder charges against 
David's wife give him the opportunity to prove his strength against his possessive sister. 
Diane's bitter lessons and her attendant drama offer tougher, if lower scale, fiction for 
the uncritical reader. 


May 17 


Hopkinson, Tom Morrow 
DOWN THE LONG SLIDE $2.50 


Now that Shangri Ia‘'s have degenerated into Erewhons , and a formula has been 
perfected, political satires about the planned State involving “an unspecified country in 
Europe" seem to be miltiplying. The State in this novel is obviously a post-war dictator- 
Ship modeled on the Hearst caricature of Russia. Brusilov, Director of the State Publish- 
ing House, pitting his power against the Police of the Governing Committee of State Publi- 
cations in an attempt to preserve the independence of his department from Police domina- 
tion, discovers evidence which he believes means the end of Police tolerance. He plans 
an intricate and elaborate escape from the country which is successful, only to discover 
that, ironically, the State had watched and approved of every move he made to get him out 
of the country. The details of the escape are exciting enough, but the book is hardly 
satisfactory on any other level. The portrait of the State is old stuff, the imitation is 
obvious and the characters dim. The sound of an axe being ground blots out attempts at 
characterization and telling dialogue. 


May 26 


Adams , Samuel Hopkins Random House 
SUNRISE TO SUNSET $3.00 


There's a slender link with Banner by the Wayside (1947) in this new period, 
regional novel - a link in one character, Gypsy, who this time takes under her protective 
wing young Obedience ("Becky"); a link too in the Cinderella theme, though the motivation 
and the denovement are far afield. Gypsy, the Thalians having broken up, is doing a bit 
of midwifery, but business is bad so she yields to the pressure of the times (1830) and 
goes into mill work in Troy, the Eureka Mills owned by staunchly conservative, holier-than- 
thou Gurdon Stockwell. "Becky", her protegee, little more than a child, and an innocent 
one at that, is the Cinderella of the tale, for Stockwell, passions roused by the abortive 
attempt of the mill girls to strike, spends his lust on an attack on Becky ~ and is so fear- 
ful of being found out that he sends her off to school, and- on her return, "finished" 
according to the times, he marries her. The marriage is a farce. Becky from her first 
glimpse of Guy, Stockwell's cousin and business associate, has loved him, but not until 
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it was too late did she know what love could man. It takes adultery on Stockwell's part, 
violent death and a mrder trial, and his own death by an assassin's bullet, before the 
checkered course of romance finds its happy ending. ‘So much for a cardboard-thin and con- 
trived plot. The value of the book, such as it is, lies in the industrial portrait of a 
period when capitalists fought for the "sunrise to sunset" hour scale, felt the 12-hour 

day a menace to society, and used shanghai measures to entrap their workers. Troy and the 
start of the collar business (in the 1830's) is a unique background for a second rate story. 


June 6 


Angell, Josevh Warner- fd Knopf 
THE THOMAS MANN READER $5.00 


This will accomplish what might have seemed impossible- when confronted with the 
twenty volumes of Mann's extraordinary achievement - the chance for the reader to whom 
Mann is untouched to acquire a sense of familiarity with his works. Probably it will take 
many readers to the originals. For many others, it will provide a recall of works read, 
an opportunity to reassess their value, under skilled guidance. The editor has managed, 
in selection, arrangement, and accompanying critical and analytical commentary, to give 
one a sense of the compass of the writings and at the same time, a sense of their sig- 
nificance. An Introduction sketches the outline of Thomas Mann's life, stressing the 
points at which his background, his ancestry, his family, the bourgeois society in which 
he grew up, have all become integral to his writing. There is, recurrently, the richness 
of the settings of the ancient city of Iubeck, Travenmunde, where he spent youthful holi- 
days, the conflict growing within himself in the yearning for the romantic, the turmoil of 
the artist in the modern world at odds with the moralist rooted in his past. His short 
stories, his novels, dramatize these aspects of his personality; his essays are reconnaissance 
of the conflicts between nature and spirit. Each of the main larger sections of this 
Reader has its own introduction, explaining the basis of selection, the place the work or 
segment of work chosen plays in the author's development. Then, preceding each selection 
is further comment, almost in the nature of program notes for concerts. The end impression 
is of an integration, a deepened awareness of Thomas Mann's significance as a world literary 
figure. The Reader contains two short novels (fonio Kroger and Death in Venice ); a number 
of short stories; selections from Buddenbrooks, The Magic Mountain, Joseph and His Brothers, 
Dr. Faustus;essays- all or parts of four major critical essays, two literary portraits, 
political essays which trace the growth and development of Mann's own process of becoming 
a world citizen. In the main, where slight alterations for the purpose of continuity, 
have been made, they are done either in Mann's own words or with his careful collaboration 
and approval. For distinction and variety, for the revelation of patterns and recurrence 
of subject matter and themes, for variety of techniques, this Reader is a major achievement. 


Knopf 


Clewes, Winston 
TROY AND THE MAYPOLE $3.00 
An artistic evocation of youth, friendship and their tragic dissolution. From a 
particularly sensitive characterization of the four friends- Dirk and Charlie Warren, Sibyl 
Gardner and the narrator, Barney Douglas- in their inseparable childhood between the two 
wars, the pattern of their early friendship remains constant but the perspective shifts 
with the crystallization of maturity.Charlie, the self-effacing and devoted younger brother, 
Barney and Sibyl decent British youngsters, they are all capable of accepting an unspec- 
tacular adult life in their families’ pattern as butcher, housewife and draper; only Dirk, 
the leader, the hero of their childhood, fails to adjust, demanding the excitement and 
@ocentric position of a permanent youth through fascism, adultery and intrigue. The 
inevitable results- Charlie's sacrificial death, Sybil's broken heart and Barney's total 
disillusionment- are set in a background of nicely detailed life in a small British port 
town. Finely drawn with a clean flavorful style that sets this well above the average run. 





a 
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June 6 


® Trollope, Anthony with introduction by Knopf 
| Henry S. Drinker ORIZY FARM $5.00 


e@ 





Possibly not so well known as Chronicles of Barsetshire or the Parliamentary 
series, this novel, with its legal background, has a very special gallery of admirers. Now 
available in readable form, it launches a new series under the Knopf imprint, edited and 
with introduction by Henry S. Drinker. The editor has gone to some pains to give a back- 
ground of Trollope and his writing habits, the sources of his material, the twmlt that 
resounded from the legal profession over the inaccuracies in this novel (and others of 
its ilk) and the basic values which are making Trollope immortal. His 48 novels charm 
even today with their vivid reality, wholesomeness and incidental humor. This new edition, 
in excellent type, will introduce, as its first volume,0rley Farm to a new audience. 
Trollope has staged a substantial comeback. Witness the new Oxford illustrated Trollope, 
with the also little kmown Pallister Series, launched in 1949. 


Doner, Mary Frances Doubleday 


CLOUD OF ARROWS $2.75 


A pleasant, somewhat purposeful, romance in which Beth Fairfield, successful as 
a comercial artist in New York, is not as successful when she falls in love with Bill 
Wayne whose tastes run to more social, solvent women. Ona trip to Michigan Beth for the 
first time discards the image of Bill when she meets Henri Beaubien- an industrialist- is 
persuaded into marriage- and then learns of his dubious ethics, his lack of social con- 
science towards the migrant workers, his increasing infidelities. It is only with Henri's 
final abandonment of Beth that she is free once more for Bill who by this time has been 
toned down and sobered up for stability by the war. The feminine formula, acceptably 
amplified. 


June 21 


Iyon, Dana Harper 
THE TENTACIES $2.75 


* (Report repeated from P. 639 of the November 15, 1949, bulletin when scheduled 
for earlier publication - as follows:) A successor to The Frightened Child, this is again 
a story of borderline unbalance and the intent to kill which maintains a high state of 
tension and fascination. With Hilda's marriage to Roger Trenton, she gets her first in- 
troduction to his parents whom she had not known; his mother, cold, moneyed, powerful; 
his father, Gerald, charming, protective, who had always been in close accord with his son 
against his wife. After an initial showlown with Mrs. Trenton, Hilda wins the older woman's 
respect, and with her death realizes that she has lost an ally. For Gerald, with his in- 
Sidious devotion, quickly absorbs his son, leads Roger to giving up his job, breaking up 
his home, and rapidly perverts his life in a pattern of aimlessness. Knowing that Roger 
will soon be lost, Hilda takes a last stand against her father-in-law, almost loses her 
life.....A portrayal of parental parasitism which is carried from emotional excess to 
physical violence, this should find receptive readers - in the mystery market as well. 


June 22 


Brinig, Myron Rinehart 
FOOTSTEPS ON THE STAIR $3.00 





A very competent period novel that certainly gives the reader plenty for his money. 


The epic of two families- the Irish Joyces with the beautiful daughters and the Jewish 
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Benjamins, chary of their race- whose characters and fortunes become intermixed in the small 
Montana mining town through intermarriage. Following each member of both families with 
tenacity and admirable pace, the reader receives a large and variegated slice of Americana 

@a...: with individual drama through the turn of the century to the present day. Although 
the characters are essentially stock- the good hard-working Jewish father, the clannish 
Jewish business men, the clever, witty Irish- there is sparkle with plenty of action, ro- 
mance, even a delicate helping of perversion here and the racial issues are handled with 

an adroitness and humor that guarantees no offense if little depth. Good summer reading. 


June 2 


Henriques, Robert Viking 
TOO LITTIE LOVE $3.75 















A tremendous panoramic novel of the twenty odd years in which England has gone 
through social revolution, from virtually a feudal state with great differences, socially 
and economically, between master and man, to 1948, with a Labour Government attempting to 
implement a new social order. The story is told effectively through a closeup of Neap- 
caster Park, the outlying rural neighborhood, and the Merediths, squire and household, on 
both sides the baize door. Geoffrey Greenley, son of the scholarly estate manager, is the 
focal point, the person on whom the impact in the earlier part of the story is shown in 

the oddly undefined status of loyal servitor at just below a level of equality, then later, 
inheriting the mantle of his father, but restive under the demands made on his loyalties 

and his emotions, and finally, in the postwar period, his futile attempts to escape these 
bonds, to hew a new life for himself divorced from these loyalties. An interesting and 
challenging conception - not wholly successful in the end result...Henriques has had an 
oddly baffling career. His first novel,No Arms, No Armour , had the spotlight of publicity 
on it as winner of the All-Nations prize in 1939. It was a novel reminiscent of Lives of 

4 Bengal Lancer with a dominant metaphysical note. Then came Voice of the Trumpet, a war 
novel, with a penetrating- and sometimes oblique- exploration of the mental processes of 

an officer, rather than a physical action expression. In Home Fires Burning there was, 
perhaps, less of fantasy in the story of returned soldiers, more of realism, but again 

there was a haunting sense of unfulfillment, anticlimax. Now, once more, the thread of 
story seems to thin out, the finale leaves the reader with a sense of futility, an in- 
conclusive sense that while Geoff has acknowledged the compulsion of his loyalties, the 
future holds much of frustration and defeat. The love story, between Geoff and the General's 
part- French daughter-in-law, is brought to some measure of solution by external factors 
rather than growing out of the characters themselves. Perhaps herein lies the basic struc- 
tural weakness of the novel- that it deals with broad sweep of social change, and uses people 
as props rather than instruments. Uneven in the writing, it seems almost sagalike at times, 
and again is creakingly old-fashioned, while in the main it has the pace of writing in 

the tradition of the English family novel. Don't bypass it. 

























Two Quickies for Popular Consumption, One Dark Horse 


Arthur, Phyllis Avalon 
MIRROR OF TIME $2.00 


Soft love- in a somewhat less spineless form - this tells of young Ben's need for 
security and integrity and accomplishes a straightforward story of virtue and reward. Ben, 
ex-GI and restless, finally disgusted with his much married mother's phony ranch and latest 
husband, leaves California to visit his Grandfather in Connecticut. 01d Eben wants him to 
stay on, but Ben decides on South America until his stepfather arrives with an idea for 

unc - and then Ben gets his chance to help his Grandfather in proving the truth of the 
threats and in averting future scandals. He gets his chance to win his true love too and 
carry out old Eben's dearest wish. Slick rather than pulp. (4/25) 
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Mack, Elsie Avalon 
MINE TO LOVE $2.00 
| 6 The adult married problems of Julia and Tom - and their three grown daughters - 


form the core of this women's magazine appeal novel. Julia's determination that her chil- 

dren shall know only safety and happiness in engendering her marriage, for Tom points out 

examples of youngsters who have been experienced in more adult life, but she continues to 
be a crutch to all three. Olive is permitted to return home when she will not join her 
husband Joe on the farm he loves; Janie's elopement with Ivor opens up the house to them 
and their coming baby; Tom has to go vacationing alone because of Julia's unwillingness to 
let her family stand on their own feet. But when she hears the truth about herself, when 
Dinah runs home to Mother from college, Julia at last lays down the law - and in humbleness 
- and despair - joins Tom. Marriage at the turning point, a cut above soap opera style, 
makes this a good, safe, rental bet. (4/25) 


Brick, John Farrar, Straus 
TROUBIED SPRING $3.00 


* An alive first novel which has its focus on the problem of the returned war 
veteran - but this time it is Sam Bellnap, back from the Civil War and Southern prisons, 
who is confronted not only with the complacency of civilian life but also by his own emo- 
tional catastrophes. Embittered by the war's horrors, burning with anger at the cruelties 
of prison camps and the injustices meted out by the eneny , he is looking only for the se- 
curity of Martha's love and the peace of remembered things. But Martha has married his 
brother, Robert, ani Robert, in turn, rapidly successful on war profits, has turned the 
little town of Highland Landing (Newburgh), New York, into a bustling, growing community. 
Sam cannot kill his passion for Martha, determines to leave for the West with his younger 
brother even though Robert holds the purse-strings. David's death accentuates Sam's un- 

( balance to the point of planning to kill Robert but sanity returns in time and Sam is the 
means of saving Robert's life. A first person telling gives vitality to the memories of 
the prison at Andersonville, the battle scenes, and the whole offers an interesting parallel 
to the current problem of veterans’ return. Taut narration and dramatic values here. 
Winner of a Farrar, Straus Fellowship Award, this has already been bought by the moving 
pictures. (4/25) 


CORPSES AND CORRALS 
April 25 


Joscelyne, Archie Avalon 
DOOMROCK , $2.00 


Steve Russell sets out to use his engineering skill in building up his Diamond R 
ranch, fight the unscrupulous Tarsons, the Russells’ life-long enemies, and win the city 
gal, Melody. Maybe it was the power of the mysterious legendary rock which came into his 

| possession, but the mortgage on the ranch is not foreclosed, Mat Tarson's evil doings to 

drive Steve from the Bend are thwarted and Steve wins Melody who proves her devotion to her 

husband by popping off Steve's enemy. Cattle rustlin', a hanging, gunplay, and lots of 
gore before the final walk into the sunset. Very grade C. : 


June 1 





Savage, les, Jr. Doubleday 
THE HIDE RUSTIERS $2.50 







A bizarre Western with a somewhat different locale- the Iouisiana-Texas border area. 
The tried and true pattern of strong silent hero Indian-tracking the villainous hide rust- 
lers is jazzed up by the infusion of some ante-bellum South material, replete with crumbling , 
mansions, doddering aristocrat and the belle of the swamp who is holding the decadent family 
together. Our man, Blacklaws, gets her, of course, after a trail that is bloody with a mad 
dog herder, a vicious Creole and a vengeful stepbrother. This has some new flip through 

the combination of genre materials. : 
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June 15 


Dolph, Jack Doubleday 
MURDER MAKES THE MARE GO $2.25 


Horse-loving Doc Connor dredges into the lives of his Broadway clientele to learn 
the answer to an equicide, and the mrders resulting, and preceding, the death of a promis- 
ing mare. Showing aces and spades to the NYC police, Connor, beaten up - and down - hangs 
on and hands the death deal to the right party. Bone up on glanders for this one. 


Holms, L. P. Doubleday 
BLACK SAGE .~ $2.50 


The single-minded and almost single-handed revenge executed by Reese Canby against 
Saxon Starke and Chelso De Iacca who'd framed two Apaches on a cattle-stealing charge, had 
later been responsible for their lynching. Undeterred by a dry-gulching, the brutal beat- 
ing up of his young partner, and the attacks against his own life, Reese carries on his 
fight to a successful finish and wins himself a wife as well. Spirited. 


Scherf, Margaret Doubleday 
THE CURIOUS CUSTARD PIE $2.25 


* She rates Crime Club once again, does Margaret Scherf, with her third Martin 
Buell sleuthing yarn. Buell wears his ministerial garb somewhat lightly, but this time 
his perpetual casualness results in his getting committed to a series of lectures- uplift 
variety- at an Amiability Camp. He finds things not quite as pacific as intended; the 
diet irks almost everyone. And when Martin Buell indulges his own passion for the culinary 
arts by making custard pies, the result is more startling than anticipated. Two deaths- 
two close calls- and Father Buell's sleuthing scent is alerted, and with a few setbacks, 
he runs the criminal to earth. It has its moments of originality and hilarity- and is 
good reading all told. 
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MUST BOOKS 
April 18 


Dulles, John Foster Macmillan 
WAR OR PEACE Paper-$1.00 Cloth $2.50 


* A short book but an extremely important one, particularly in view of the appoint- 
ment of John Foster Dulles to the State Department, the best insurance of the bipartisan-| 
ship he advocates that the administration could give. It is an almost up to the minute 
book (the latest data bears the February 1950 dateline) - and a book that is in the main 
heartening in that he feels war can be avoided, provided our policies are extended and re- 
enforced. He explores the problem, and there is a revealing and rather terrifying analysis 
of Stalin's Problems of Leninism, Which he feels bears the same relation to Soviet Commn- 
ism that Mein Kampf bore to Hitler's Nazism. He analyzes the policies we have developed 
in the five years since the war. He feels that the wealkmess of the U.N. lies not in the | 
factors ordinarily blamed (veto power, failure of Charter to carry grant of power, etc.) 
but because there is not a consensus of moral judgment. He gives positive evidence of the 
achievements of the U.N. in Iran, Greene, Korea, Israel, Indonesia; in the handling of the 
Berlin blockade; in the compromise- far from ideal, but at least a positive performance- 
on the Italian colonies; in the intangibles of committee operation. The forward steps in 
Asia may, he feels, be cancelled out by the Soviet victory in China and its threat to the 
newly freed people of Southeast Asia. Defense has its achievements in the Rio Pact and 
the North Atlantic Pact; economy in the Marshall Plan, Benelux, ERA. On the military 
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score, the Soviet has a modern military establishment but their methods do not give prece- 
dence to military aggression, and they mst be met on their own ground- in propaganda war. 
The score of achievements of the Soviet is an impressive one, in central and eastern Europe, 
in the churches, in Asia, Africa, Latin America (through divide and conquer mans). The 
sore spots (Greece, Yugoslavia) mst be helped at our end- there lies our greatest hope. 
To this end, bipartisanship foreign policy is a MUST. We need it for ratification of 
treaties, appropriation of money, assurance of continuity. We mst extend the war of 
ideas. We mst strengthen our faith, our moral and spiritual roots. 
14 
June 16 


Bowen, Catherine Drinker Little, Brown- A.M.P. 
JOHN ADAMS AND THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION $5.00 


** As Book of the Month for July, this was postponed from January 9th to this date. 
The report as of 11/1/49 was as follows, under the original title, John Yankee. An utter- 
ly fascinating recapturing of the stormy years leading up to the American Revolution, and 
of John Adams’ memorable part in them. While scholars will quarrel with Mrs. Bowen's 
"fictionization” (use of conversation, exploring the mental conflicts and thoughts of her 
characters, describing in factual detail incidents that are true to the spirit of the times 
and the outlines of history, but are not on actual record as occurring thus and so, etc.)- 
the general reading public will rejoice in feeling, as does this reader, that any liberties 
taken contribute only to a sense of identity with the people, the mood of the times, the 
Place, and thereby enhance and deepen the sense of living history. The story of John 
Adams, from his tenth year through the formulation of the Declaration of Independence, 
makes lively reading. He emerges as a real person- and those who loved Janet Whitney's 
Abigail Adams will feel that they have explored more intimately one of the real love 
stories of American history, and been- in process of reading- an integral part of Boston 
Massacre, the famous Tea Party, the siege- the trials in which John Adams has the courage 
to defend the unpopular cause, and so on. The earlier chapters give a close-up picture 
of his school days, his training and first experience in the law, his family and marriage. 
And throughout, there is the awareness of the overall march of history, of the change in 
attitude toward the mother country, of the growing sense of one cause at odds with local 
sovereignty. An exciting, absorbing book. Possibly less easy reading than her popular 
Yankee From Olympus - but well worthwhile. (Atlantic serialization). 


One Sure Best Seller- Two Potentials 


Not best seller calibre, but it will sell- Clare Barnes’ CAMPUS Z00 (Doubleday). A new 
Lin Yutang, in the vein of his earlier work, THE WISDOM OF AMERICA (John Day}. Anda 
different sort of book from Quentin Reynolds, COURTROOM (Farrar, Straus). For reports 
see pages in section following. 


PROBLEMATICAL NON-FICTION 


May 1 


Jefferson, Joseph shia i ‘ Ale trartowtars ties 
VAN WINKLE ° 


A loving foreword by Eleanor Farjeon, Jefferson's granddaughter, introduces this 
new edition of Joseph Jefferson's autobiography, first published in 1890, which still makes 
excellent reading, not only of the theatre of Jefferson's day but of an active, full, in- — 
teresting life. Born in 1829 in Philadelphia, he knew not only the cities of his land, but 
also the wilderness, as he barnstormed throughout the country, indulged his love of fishing 
and painting, and achieved international fame through his creation of the part of Rip Van 
Winkle. He had a wealth of experience, and the personality of the man,-warm, lively, ob- 
servant and outgoing, comes through- as he tells of the plays and players he worked with, 
the places he went and the things he did- and makes vivid the era in which he lived. This 
new edition is not expurgated or revised and parallels the original text, as do the illus- 
trations although they do not seem to be as numerous as the earlier edition. The whole 
makes a valuable addition for the drama sections of libraries, drama classes and students 
of the theatre. 
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May 1 


Barnes, Clare, Jr. Doubleday 
CAMPUS Z00 $1.00 


Third in a now famous series, this carries the same pattern over into collegiate 
circles, with birds and beaste portraying typical situations and text enlivening the pic- 
tures. The adaptation of photograph to caption has perhaps lost its freshness, but there 
are some entries that qualify with the best - the professor giving the sound of the French 
"eu" is almost a prize winner in any language - and on the whole it is the adult world of 
instructors who come off the best. Still a surely saleable article, and one that offers the 
chance of the new market of colleges, this again proves that picture books are the anodyne 


of the day. 
May 4 


Farson, Negley Harcourt, Brace 
LAST CHANCE IN AFRICA $5.00 


My. Farson is an expert reporter, and has the faculty for making his stories a 
salutary blend of personal experience, human interest bits, perceptive characterizations 
and revealing analysis of the results of his probings. Behind God's Back Played a part 
in revealing- before they were ready for such revelations- the Nazi penetration of Africa. 
Last Chance in Africa, Which has to do almost wholly with Kenya, and the periphery, is 
nonpolitical, to a large extent, except in so far as he explores the facets of British 
administration. He sees it as a permanent British occupation- a white man's country, 
essential as it is to Britain’s new defense line. He sees Kenya as a land of almost cruel 
contrasts,- singularly beautiful, abounding in those things that make it a sportman's para- 
dise, and yet underneath turbulent with the ugliness of black and white at odds. In final 
conclusion, he reluctantly accepts the insuperable difficulties of infusing the native with 
ambition, skill, energy, or any desire to improve his lot. Here and there, exceptions 
heartened him- but in the main he found the Africans unready for education, needing prodd- 
ing and continuous direction. On the score of religion, again he reached conclusions that 
will be unpalatable- that the missions had harmed rather than helped, due primarily to the 
lack of practising Christianity on the part of so-called Christians. Out of half-baked 
acceptance, superimposed on pagan traditions have emerged some fanatical cults, with po- 
litical implications. There is a vivid quality to the writing that carries one along with 
Mr. Farson in four months journeying through deserts, fertile plateaus, jungle and settle- 


ments. 


May 5 


Woolf, Virginia Harcourt, Brace 
THE CAPTAIN’S DEATH BED and Other Essays $3.00 


A posthumous collection, this group of literary sketches is an important addition 
to the published works of a great creative writer. Some of the essays are biographical, 
dealing with such giants as Oliver Goldsmith, Captain Marryat, Thomas Hardy, and others; 
vivid recreations, all. Other essays deal with creative writing, criticism, even such art 
forms as the cinema, and are vibrant with not only a penetrating appreciation of literary 
values, but the sadness and gusty beauty of life itself. Personality realized in its 
essence is one of the touchstones emphasized in the classic Mr. Bennett and Mrs. Brown - 
and one can apply this criteria throughout. Balanced sustained prose, fragile yet electric 
with connative power. A market particularly among students of literature and essay enthu- 
sSiasts. 


May 15 


Sorokin, Pitirim Beacon 
ALTRUISTIC LOVE $3.25 


A statistico-sociological study of American "good neighbors" and Christian saints, 
which is a preliminary to forthcoming studies by the Harvard Research Center in Altruistic 
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Creativity and Integration. 
tion and its needs through those individuals of above average (the neighbors) or genius (the 
saints) capabilities for love, ethical creativity and social living.. In contrast to the 
impressive but depressing amount of negative research in the subsocial- the criminal, the ab- 
normal- this book lays the groundwork for an attempt at the scientific assessment of the 
general characteristics of the altruistic person, the how and why of love. Through the 
usual research techniques of questionnaires, etc.,better than athousand "good neighbors" 
candidates were screened and a similar process applied to the known Christian saints, 

giving tables on family backgrounds, education, economic and social origin, religious 
affiliations and outside interests. Interesting and heartening reading for use in guiding 
us toward the development of similar individuals- inevitably, the market will be limited. 


May 15 


Irwin, William Roberte fd. Columbia University 
CHALLENGE $4.75 


Subtitled "An Anthology of the Literature of Mountaineering”, twenty five accounts, 
both factual and fictional, by men who are not only good climbers but also good writers, 
give the reader and armchair mountaineer a break that he will gratefully receive. Since 
there have been quite a number of fairly technical and semi-historical books on mountaineer- 
ing published recently, it is important to stress the wider popular appeal of this volum, 
which contains all the hoped for adventure, from eye witness thrills in "The Conquest of 
Minya Konka" to fictional perils prepared by John Buchan in "How I Stalked Wilder Geme than 
Deer". The emphasis upon readability still retains many of the names famous in the sport, 
Whymper, Mummery, members of the Sikong Expedition, as well as such well known writers as 
Thoreau and Evelyn Waugh. A well spiced collection. 


May 19 1 


Wilson, Edmund Farrar, Straus 


THE LITTIZ BLUE LIGHT $2.75 oj 


An equivocal play- both as to form and content- whose admixture of so many dis- 
parate elements fails to jell. Socio-political in intent, it is peopled by a cast of cha- 
racters whose place in a future America of about 1975 does not obscure their blood rela- 
tionship to the neurotic inhabitants of Mr. Wilson's previous Hecate County. Horror story 
author, Julius Gandersheim, returns to his ancestral home in search of his imaginary mon- 
ster, Shidnate Slyme, and stays on to help his tenant publisher, Frank Brock, fight a 
journalistic battle for American freedom against political power factions and other menaces 
such as Frank's nymphomaniac wife, her decadent boy friend and a polymorphic gardner who 
speaks first with an Italian accent then Irish, Scottish and Russian, finally turning out 
to be the Wandering Jew. Although Gandersheim and the gardener try to help horest Frank, 
they are all exterminated by a souped up ray gun in the shape of a flashlight which blows 
everyone up - Thank God - all except the gardener, that is, who delivers a philosophical 
epilogue on "he prayeth best, who loveth best, etc." or words to that effect. Make mine 
Coleridge, upon consideration he is really less old hat than this is. 


June 6 


Lowe-Porter, H. T. Knopf 
ABDICATION $2.50 


Written in the language and style of a Shakespearean chronicle play, the subject 
matter of this drama is of far more contemporary and familiar origin. Avoiding the pit- 
fall of mere pastiche or literary scandal-mongering, Mrs. Lowe-Porter has seen the abdi- 
cation of Edward VIII in the light of historical pattern that is worthy of the dignity and 
fine prose with which she has clothed an event previously relegated to malicious goss’). 
Successfully performed at the Gaiety Theatre in Dublin in 1948, there is the wit and poig- 
nancy and especially the historical time sense in this play that asserts its lasting thea- 
trical value. 


This is a worthwhile attempt at a positive view of our civiliza- | 
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June 8 


Estorick, Eric Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
CHANGING EMPIRE $3.75 


The Commonwealth of Nations- until 1949 known as the British Commonwealth of 
Nations, demonstrates almost more effectively than does the U.S.A. the possibility of modern 
states holding together in common purpose and mutual freedom. This is the story of how it 
came about, and of the men who made it possible. Those chapters dealing with the individuals 
to whom Estorick attributes the greatest parts in the drama are far more interesting reading 
than the more general overall treatment of the opening and closing chapters, so don't be 
discouraged at the start. Particularly significant are the chapters on Attlee, Smts, Evatt, 
Bevin- perhaps because we know less about them, perhaps because the new England » South 
Africa and Australia are of vital importance in todays world. Churchill, MacKenzie King, 
Nehru make up the roster of architects of changing empire. Not an inspired book, but 
important in the sum and substance of its content. 


June 9 


Radin, Edward Putnam 
12 AGAINST CRIME $3.50 


By the author of Twelve Against The Law (Duell, Sloan & Pearce- 1947), this is true 
fact detection material on twelve men or organizations who have contributed to the identifi- 
cation of many criminals through specialized, scientific techniques. There's the Medical 
Examiners’ Bureau of New York City which investigates some 18,000 deaths a year; the Arson 
Bureau of the National Board of Fire Underwriters; Adam Yulch, who has developed a Laundry 
Mark Investigation Bureau; Professor Gettler, toxicologist; Dr. de River, a psychiatrist; 
Laub, the head of a Queens Abandonment Bureau; Tyrrell, an Examiner of Questioned Docu- 
ments who figured in the Leopold loeb case; Dr. Wiener, a serologist; Chenkin, a private 
detective; Koehler, the wood technologist of the Lindbergh case; Buddy Gasque, special 
investigator for the state of Florida; and Dondero, who has developed inkless fingerprinting 
methods...Lots of criminal casework heightens the drama of these special sidelights, but 
the material still outclasses the handling. 2G 


June 33 


Bevington, Helen Houghton, wie ae 
NINETEEN MILLION EIZPHANTS $2,060 —— 
O 


Definitely inferior to Helen Bevington's promising first volume of light verse, 
Dr. Johnson's Waterfall. The short line, the light touch, the erudite wit and satire on 
literary subjects are all here again. But while some of these light verses have point, most 
of them are attenuated and a little flat, and the original idea of spoofing men of letters 
in a cultivated, drawing room manner becomes a bit tiresome. The last section of the book 
is devoted to slightly more personal themes, little vignettes of relatives, ancestors and 
children, and some measure of charm. Almost but not quite definable as vers societe ° but 
just not good enough. The first volume showed high promise. 


June 15 


Yutang, Lin John Day 
THE WISDOM OF AMERICA $5.00 


* A potpourri of American writers made wholly his own by some elusive alchemy of 
personal acceptance and translation - this book reinstates Lin Yutang as the urbane philoso- 
pher and commentator on "the importance of living". The two books can safely be linked in 
presenting this new volume to a public that has, perhaps, been somewhat disappointed in the 
Lin Yutang of more recent date. Here we have his own honest findings drawn from his ad- 
ventures in reading. Here are the writers important to American thought. Here, through 
Chinese eyes, is a selectivity that is as diverse and catholic as conceivable, bringing 
into focus under one guise David Grayson, Santayana; the two Holmes, father and son; 
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Thoreau and Emerson; E., B. White and Clarence Day and James Thurber; Lincoln, Jefferson, 
Franklin; Will Rogers; Einstein, and many more. Through his mind and imagination, through 
their words- and those of others- he has given us his summation of our way of life and love 

®@ and work and play; of religion and democracy; of the arts of living; of laughter; of our 
hopes and fears and aspirations for a world at peace. Epigrams- his own and others- in- 
extricably intertwined; philosophy- again his own and others; interpretation- often remote 

1 from our American thought. All in all, a stimulating and provocative book, well worth the 

difficulty in getting at the kernel, a book to stretch the mind. 
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S June 15 


' Crichton, Kyle Doubleday 
' THE MARX BROTHERS $3.00 


The not so happy and not so lucky amnals of the Marx family which chronicles their 
really rough climb to fame. It is the story of Groucho, Harpo, Zeppo, Gummo, and Chico 
and particularly and especially of Minnie, their bouncey, indefatigable, sanguine mother, 
who, once she made up her mind that her sons were to be entertainers, kept them on their 
toes, even after success was theirs. It is a sad little picture of their start - Groucho's 
voice which led to measly engagements, Harpo’s dream of becoming a butcher which was slaugh- 
tered on the block of family finances, Chico whose early love of gambling led to many a 
tragedy - and comedy, and finally the development of an act, helped and hampered by Janie | 
ie and her uncontrollable voice. Then there was the act with their Mother and aunt- and _ 
: finally the setting of their own brand of zany performance which brought them a following | 
to this day as loyal as any fanatic cult. This is a hoopla biography which misses none f 
of the heartbreak of show business, nor the humor, nor the commendable tenacity of a family 
project. A must for the Marx followers - and good rags to riches biography. Illustrated. 





e June 16 
Backer, George Random House } 
! THE DEADLY PARALIEZEL $3.50 
The parallel drawn here between the present day Russian dictator and the 16th 


Century Czar, Ivan the Terrible, is both readable and convincing. Attempting to answer the 
questions "What does Stalin want?" and "How will he try to get it?", the author's theory 

“ is that the best way in which we can obtain a clear view through the curtain as to the real | 

~ state of Russia today is by an analysis of the work of the Soviet historians. In the con- 
temporary Russian historian's judgment and interpretation of Ivan, we have the key to ‘ 
present standards of Russian ambitions, logic and reality. The remarkable similarity and 
moreover the approval of the historians for Ivan's purges, his police state, policy of | 
expansion and utter disregard for every and any individual for the sake of the state, which | 
was himself, makes the comparison to present day Soviet policy almost unnecessary. An im- 
portant book for its clarification of the problem of whether we are dealing with a univer- 
Sal political ideology or a particular totalitarian nationalism. | 


Mitchell, Lucy Sprague Cpdl Simon & Schuster i 
OUR CHILDREN AND OUR SCHOOLS $3.95 
A report on the progressive trend in education which is based on some 35 years of | 
work in this field by the Bank Street staff, and more specifically and extensively the ex- 
perience of the Bank Street Workshop in conjunction with the New York City Board of Education 
as for six years their mthods were introduced in several of the New York City public schools. 
In Part I, Lucy Sprague Mitchell, who is well kmown as an educator and a writer in the ju- 

y venile field, outlines the attitudes inherent in this educational approach- what is a good 
life for a child, for an adult; the concepts that the child is actively doing, actively 
thinking, learning through experience and contact and not by rote; the curriculum which is 
in direct relation to the modern world. The second part, the major body of the book, is a 
detailed record of the Workshop's contacts with teachers, with children; the introduction 

of new materials and methods; the way in which creative expression has been developed, the 
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environment explored, the background enriched at the various age levels, so that the school 
becomes a cultural force in our society... The theory and techniques of this system, in such 
detail that the book is largely directed at a professional audience to whom this outlook, 


these methods are still new. 
June20- £{22 


King, Willard L. Macmillan 
MELVILLE WESTON FULIER $5.00 


A biography of Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, 1888- 1910, which is an affec- 
tionate presentation of both the man and his legal importance. From a New England background, 
in which a divorced mother was an important factor, to his schooling and rise in Chicago, 
on to his appointment to Justice, and later Chief Justice, this emphasizes the capacity 
and interests of the man, his happy relationships with his friends - and enemies, his devel- 
opment of the importance of the role of Chief Justice, and the cases which made him nation- 
ally as well as internationally known. It covers also his part in the Washington scene 
under the presidential regimes his term encompassed, the amazing capability for organiza- 
tion and leadership, and the questions in which his decisions were of influence. A bio- 
graphy not only for the legally minded but also for the general public to whom a man of 
many-sided personality appeals. g 


June 22 


Sutton, Horace Rinehart 
FOOTLOOSE IN ITALY $4.00 


A successor to footloose in Canada, this is again a bright and breezy baedeker 
which preserves the native excitement of Italy and subdues the "somniferous effects" (arts, 
history, churches, ruins). The concerns here are superficial as well as classical; Tyrone 


Power and Barbara Hutton lend glamour as well as Nero; and you will learn about where to eat 
and sleep, what to buy, as well as what to see; Italian men, cuisine, bathrooms, cars, 
travel specifications and routes. The coverage ranges from Rome, up north to Assisi, Siena, 
Florence, Pisa, Bologna, and south to Naples, Pompeii, Capri, Sorrento, Sicily, as well as 
Venice, the Lido, the Dolemites, the Iakes. Entertaining, elegant, this is for a classy 
clientele and not that schoolteacher's summer abroad. 


June 29, 


Mangione, Jerre Houghton, Mifflin 
REUNION IN SICILY $300: 2,75 


Author of Mount Allegro (1942) which told of his Sicilian family in Rochester, N.Y., 
here recounts the story of his post-war trip to the homeland and the relatives he had not 
seen for years. It is the collection of little incidents, personalities, the trivia of 
travel and the tentacles of family affection, the observations and remarks concerning present 
politics and the resulting trend towards a desire for the return of the security of dicta- 
torship. There are the privations, the all-out efforts to entertain the visiting relative, 
the excitement when an American girl the author had met en route, comes to visit, the sad 
ending to the story of another traveling companion, the holdover of superstition and local 
lore, the terrific impact of the country and its customs on one who was raised in America 
and the climax when he falls in love with a Sicilian girl, and suffers romantically and 
hopelessly. There is the spiritual ease he found there, the quieting effect of the ancient 
wisdom, the clarity and stimlation he encountered, and the whole offers an invigorating 
picture of island life and characters. 


A Great Many Last Minute Arrivals 
ae New Date just rec'd - May 14 for 


Sampson, Arthur A. S. Barnes 
TED WILLIAMS: A Biography of the Kid $2.50 


The American League companion to the Jackie Robinson biography in the Most Val+ 
Winner of the 1949 award, Ted Williams has always had an extensive 


able Player Series. 
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and voluble press concerning his activities on and off the field. Believed by many to be 

the greatest slugger in the game today, Williams as a personality is a feature-writer's 

dream. This biography by a Boston newswriter, however, concentrates on the development in 

6 batting and fielding since Williams’ days with the San Diego club. Ina recapitulation of 
his career - actually nothing more than a rehash of game reports - the author reviews 
successes in batting records, All-Star games, and crucial series. Admirers or critics of | 
this lively personality will be disappointed in the portrait here stretched as it is to saint | 
dimensions. Really a sports "quickie" ripe for regional sales and for those interested in 
collecting the series. Not a patch on theJackie Robinson (see P. 225) 


Proskauer, Judge Joseph M. Farrar, Straus 
d A SEGMENT OF MY TIMES $3.00 


An autobiography, written in the hope that his life will reflect "the thoughts, 
the fears, the failures and the achievements in a limited segment of my times” and thus 
make his era more understandable. Even with the best heart in the world, and some praise- 
worthy accomplishments, his is not too significant a story and certainly not too interesting. 
Born in Alabama, Proskauer studied law at Columbia, made a name for himself as a trial 
lawyer, later as a Justice of the New York State Supreme Court in the twenties, and in later 
years was the President of the American Jewish Committee engaged in combatting anti-semitism 
oo-barnest, benevolent, sometimes sentimental, it's still hard to tag a market, beyond 
family, business and professional associates, and friends. (4/2) 


Reynolds, Quentin Farrar, Straus 
COURTROOM $3.50 


* With a great deal more drama, human and tactical, than the recent trial testimony 
presentation of Max Steuer (Random House), a topranking reporter puts all his enthusiasm 
and admiration into a presentation of the great criminal lawyer, Samel S. Liebowitz. 

ro Based on his performances in the courtroom, rather than his personal life, this story has 
a lot of fascination - both legal and criminal, includes some of the great cases of our 
time, presents an intense, earnest man of considerable personal probity whose defense 
tactics- unorthodox, unpredictable, won him some long-shot successes. With few connections * 
and no money, Liebowitz made his start by taking on penniless defendants, had a barefoot 
bum as his first client, and within eight years won a reputation as the leading trial 
lawyer with his amazing record of acquittals. Many minor cases and a few major victories 
make up the material here; the Hoffman case and Liebowitz's deft discreditization of cir- 
cumstantial evidence; his defense of the insane Robert Irwin in the well known Gedeon mr- 
ders; of Louis Greenfield, who chloroformed his son, a hopeless epileptic imbecile; of 
Laura Parr who myrdered her Nazi lover; and the many years spent in an attempt to free the 
Scottsboro boys. Based on trial actions and records, on talks with Liebowitz now on the 
bench, this reads right along. (+/16) Shy 





Armour, Richard. Harper 
FOR PARTLY PROUD PARENTS $1.00 


Forty comical little poems bewailing (7) the joys (?) of parenthood. Phyllis 
McGinley's introduction gives them a sprightly send-off and leo Hershfield's drawings dis- 
play his mtual sympathy for all beleagured parents whose cause now receives a long over- 
due champion in these very clever verses. Definitely plus sales. (4/26) 


Laidman, Hugh Harper 
HOW TO BUIID YOUR OWN HOUSE $5.00 


(a * A real stand out amidst the welter of do-it-yourself books for beginners: Here 
@.:. a hammer blow by blow description for three basic house plans - a one story ranch house 
and modern house and a two story town house- including directions for everything except 

foundations, plumbing and electrical wiring. The drawings are extremly simple, nothing 
irrelevant in either text or illustration to confuse the rankest amateur and a unique 
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approach to budgeting both time and money, since the expenditures in both lines are given 
by the weekend, designed for the use of couples with only limited capital and spare time 

for the project. The author has built his own house and checked with many others to pro- 
vide these down-to-earth plans, taking an estimated year to build. The latitude allowed 

for future changes and personal taste assure this as a sound investment. (Publ.) 


Wallis, Charles- fd. Harper 
POEMS OF EDWIN MARKHAM $2.75 


Marking the fiftieth anniversary of the publication of Markham's best known poem, 
"The Man With The Hoe," this new collection of the American poet's work will be the only 
one in print at present. A few previously unpublished poems, as well as the better known 
verses, are included here, and there is a short biographical introduction by Mr. Wallis, 


who selected and arranged the poems. (4/19) 


Hurst, James Willard Little, Brown 
THE GROWTH OF AMERICAN LAW: The Law Makers $5.50 


This history of American law, legislation, legal institutions is an excellent 
assembling of material for the serious student of law, research libraries, college law 
courses, and any and all those interested in legal history and problems. Its merit lies 
in that fact that it brings together information on all types of courts, constitutional 
conventions, law making bodies of all sorts; that it offers examples of well-argued cases; 
that it follows the progress of the law and its offices as they are effected through ne- 
cessity and discarded through failure and as they have changed during the years; that it 
offers theories and criticism in all fairness. The notes, bibliography and index add to 
its value as a professional aid. (Publ.) 


Bartlett, Vernon Medill McBride Company 
EAST OF THE IRON CURTAIN $2.75 


Reporter for the English News Chronicle gives his account of a three months trip 
through Eastern Europe - specifically Trieste, Jugoslavia, Bulgaria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, . 
Austria, Poland, Rumania and Albania, and even Finland - and considers the different pro- 
blems and the differences in passive resistance, the excesses that exist but which are 
lesser evils than the threats of Communism and Fascism. It is as an inquiring visitor, as 
@ believer of the dangers of nationalism that the author pursues his investigation, and 
through interviews, from men in the street and the general public, on up through newspaper 
and political figures, he gets his information here and there , draws his conclusions as to 
the possibilities of war, the strength and weaknesses of the “red sea" infiltration. This 
is seasoned with an eye and an ear attuned to public opinion, with the decision that "if 
there is to be no war and also no Commnist domination we must have a social policy which 
removes as mich discontent as possible in the West" and the belief of the life in death of 
Commnist life. Not a book to replace any other "Iron Curtain" investigations, but one 
which will add a footnote along the way. (Publ.) 





Halle, louis J., Jr. William Sloane 
ON FACING THE WORLD $2.75 


In the form of a letter to his very young son, this is a sensitively personal, 
philosophical inquiry into some of the intangibles and imponderables of our time- a projec- 
tion of certain values rather than a formulation of a credo. Of the progressive tendency of . 
our civilization which has witnessed a division of labor and an increase of leisure; of imi- 
tation and conformity; of formal education, and less academically, the enlargement of under-= | 
standing; of the assumption of responsibility- "the greatest of all disciplines"; of truth — 
and freedom which involves self-reliance; of reading and creative writing; etc. All this 
is tentatively improvised and pursued, reveals a civilized, contemplative mind, and has 
the charm of his earlier books- River of Ruins, Spring In Washington, etc. (4/24) 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 

















9 Kaplan, H.J. - THE PIENIPOTENTIARIES - from 4/19 to 4/26. Price from 
$2.50 to $3.00. (Harper) 

88 Barzun, J. - BERLIOZ AND THE ROMANTIC CENTURY- from 5/8 to 5/15 (Little, Brown) 

89 Macgowen, Kenneth- EARLY MAN IN THE NEW WORLD- from 4/18 to 5/9 (Macmillan) 
126 Huxley, A. - THEMES AND VARIATIONS- from 4/19 to 4/26 (Harper) 
127 Popenoe, Paul- MARRIAGE IS WHAT YOU MAKE IT- from 4/25 to 5/16 (Macmillan) 
128 Winwar, Frances- THE IMMORTAL LOVERS- price from $3.75 to $4.00 (Harper) 
162 Cooper, Morley- THE TRAILER BOOK- price from $3.50 to $3.00 (Harper) | 
186 Innes, Hammond- THE SURVIVORS- from 5/24 to 4/2h (Harper) ’ 
193 Roberts, Cecil- AND SO TO ROME- from 4/25 to 5/23 (Macmillan) 
195 Young, Eleanor- FORGOTTEN PATRIOT- from 5/2 to 5/9 (Macmillan) 


209 (J) Marsh & Ehre - “ds. BEST SPORTS STORIES- from 4/? to 5/1 (Dutton) 


225 Ford, Corey- HOW TO GUESS YOUR AGE- from 4/29 to 5/11 (Doubleday) 
226 Budenz, Louis F.- MEN WITHOUT FACES- price from $3.75 to $3.50 (Harper) 
230 Russell, J.- Title from OUR SECOND LIFE to JILL AND I AND THE SALMON 


(Little, Brown-A.M.P.) 


a 
Bs Allen, F.H. - YOUR MORTGAGE- price from $2.50 to $2.00 (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 
WELCOME TO NEW YORK! 


First to the members of the N.Y.L.A. who are coming on for the Convention, April 27-2g9th. 
I shall look forward to seeing some of you at one or another of the meetings, though I'm 
leaving for Cleveland on Friday evening and shall miss the big Saturday affair....Do in- 
troduce yourselves, if we have not met - and give me the chance to say how much we app- 

rectate the wide use of the Service throughout the state. 








Second to the members of the A.B.A. who - we hope - will be in New York for the book- 
sellers' convention in June. Let us know whether you are coming, as we want to plan 
a get together sometime during your stay in the city. The dates as you know are June 4-"th. 
And the advance information on the program sounds as if the personal bookshops were going 
to have more opportunity to discuss problems specificall:j their own — welcome news in these 
days when small businesses are having heavy going. 







Tas 










And always to any of you who hope to include New York in vacation plans or business, re- 
member we want always to know our subscribers, and to help make your stay a pleasant and 
’ profitable one. 






Virginia Kirkus 


